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THE MOST WIDESPREAD NETWORK
OF PARTICIPATORY
DEMOCRACY

The International Observatory on Par-
ticipatory Demnocracy (I0OPD)is a network
of aver 800 of the world's towns and
cities, associations, organisations and
research centres interested in lear-
ning about, exchanging impressions
and applying participatory democra-
cy experiences at a local scale, for the
purpose of extending democratic prac-
tices In municipal governments.

15 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCES

The network was created in 2001 wi-
thin the framework of the Decentra-
lised Cooperation Projects of the Eu-
ropean Union's URB-AL Programme.
Since 2006 the IOPD has been working
In collaboration with the World Or-
ganisation of United Cities and Local
Governments, at the present time con-
tributing to the provision of innovative
knowledge at the service of local go-
vernment In the field of participatory
democracy. The IOPD Technical Secre-
tariat is currently under the auspices
of the Barcelona City Council, a widely
acknowledged international reference
In terms of the exchange of participa-
tory democracy experiences aimed at
promoting cooperation between local
governments throughout the world.
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